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— assessing the layout problems and
coming up with an extension with
attitude, featuring double-volume
spaces, an abundance of glazing and
clean lines, materials that relate to their
surrounds, and interconnecting spaces
that flow.

“They had quite a large back garden,
but mostly taken up with a shed that
dominated the space and which they
weren’t really using. They had a strong
feeling they weren’t taking advantage of
that area,” says Darrell O’Donoghue,
who along with his partner David
O’Shea, is a co-director of ODOS.

This lack of amenity space is a
dealbreaker for most people, but it was
particularly so for the Morgans, who
have four young children aged from four
10 10 and all of the clutter that comes
with parenthood. The couple also felt
light-deprived.

They were open to O’Donoghue’s
suggestion of concrete panels to line the
newly-built rear element, despite its
obvious aesthetic departure from the
period home they had lived in for a
decade. “The more we talked about it,
the more it became like a discussion
about two houses. It’s almost like a
mews house, and as a practice we do a
lot of those,” says O’Donoghue. “So in
a sense it was designed like that; we
talked about it in that way because that’s
how it feels, and how it looks.”

The two spaces are linked by a
relatively narrow double-height corridor

It's like a veil pulled around

the huilding; as the sunlight
moves, the light changes

with a staircase leading to the gallery-
style first floor of the new addition.
Ironically, however, there’s little of that
jarring sense of stepping from the past
into the future.

The new part houses a large open-
plan living area on the ground floor,
with a study/gallery space upstairs.
There is also a small amount of ancillary
services in the corridor downstairs,
streamlined behind handleless doors.
“We knew the kids would be running up
and down that corridor, so it was
important not to have handles jutting out
dangerously,” says Dee.

Given that any amenity space leading
directly to the bland, utilitarian rear
laneway would be surrounded by an
uninspiring view, an enclosed courtyard
was positioned in the centre of the back
yard, visible from the house through
frameless full-height glazing.

“There’s not much to look at in the
back, so it made sense to pull a
courtyard right into the middle of the
site rather than put in lots of rear glazing
at the back wall that would give a view
of what is essentially car parking.”

The use of materials at the Morgan

home is relatively unique in Irish
domestic projects. Precast concrete
panels were hung on the outside of the
extension with intermittent slats creating
a more interesting textured look and
allowing strips of glazing at the upper
level to peep through.

This is a trick that has side-stepped
the brutal, heavy feel that concrete can
have in other contexts. The material
was used in an to attempt to relate
to the rough and ready nature of the
extension’s surrounding environment.

“We were trying to think of something
that would work given that the rear of
the house is surrounded by non-
domestic architecture. We also wanted to
play this element up,” says O’Donoghue.

“It almost looks like we have turned
our back on the rear laneway but in fact,
it’s our way of relating to it.”

The precast concrete panels give the
rear facade a better quality finish than
poured concrete would, and the different
size breaks in the panels both soften the
look and play with the light internally
while maintaining privacy.

“It’s like a veil pulled around the
building, and as sunlight moves around
the house throughout the day, the light
changes,” says O’Donoghue.

In order for a such a home to work,
the “stitching in” of old and new is a
crucial element, and the couple agreed
that a revamp of the older part of the
house was necessary. ODOS reordered
the space, repositioning the main
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stairwell and focusing on the quality of
the areas of circulation as well as
individual rooms.

Basalt floor tiles, with underfloor
heating, are carried through from the
Kitchen and dining space into the new
extension and even out into the
courtyard, helping to create the sense of
flow required for the two spaces to work
together successfully.

One of the indicators of the success of
the juxtaposition is that Dee and Peter
don’t feel as though they live in a house
of two halves. They report no stark sense
of change in ambiance when they move
from the old space to the new, and find
that it functions and flows just as they
had hoped.

“The original features were gone from
the house when we bought it 12 years
ago anyway; it had already been
reconfigured inside, but the process
hadn’t addressed a basic lack of light,”
says Peter. “Now, the front room is the
only one that’s in a traditional state,
retained as a private living room with
a fireplace.

“The kitchen is the heart of the house,
really: it’s where everyone lands, and
you can’t visit our home without passing
through it.

“It flows well. We were concerned
that wouldn’t be the case, but it is. We
got the maximum amount of living
space with the minimum of sacrifice of
circulation space, which is how we
‘wanted it to be.”

Crucially, daily life in the house fully
embraces both the old and new areas.
Today, the couple use the back door as
frequently as the front, and say it feels
normal and comfortable to engage with
the stark, modern side of their home’s
personality. “We also feel as though we
are living in a house that’s twice the
size,” says Peter. “It has helped with
storage and we have oodles of space for
everything we need.”

Aesthetically, the interior ODOS
created served as a blank canvas. “From
a design perspective, it's modern and
fresh enough to allow us to put in
whatever we like,” says Peter.

Reaction to the finished project has
been positive, the couple says, although
it draws its fair share of commentary.
“The man who came to do our Building
Energy Rating entered at the front,”
says Peter. “When he saw the rest he
said, ‘Outside it’s like any mid-terrace.
Inside, it’s a spaceship.””

split personality
From the front, the
property is a classic
redbrick, top left, but
the rear extension is.
an angular concrete
creation with full-
height glazing and a
sleek, modern interior

odosarchitects.com
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