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I
n
m
odern

Ireland,contem
porary

rear
extensions

are
ten-a-penny.O

ver
the

pastdecade,hom
eow

ners
have

becom
e
a
braver

lot,em
ploying

forw
ard-thinking

architects
to

carve
outextra

living
space

from
rear

gardens.
For

a
tim

e,a
house

w
asn’tfresh

and
m
odern

ifitdidn’thave
a
boxy,cedar-

clad
addition

to
the

rear.Itbecam
e

som
ething

ofa
norm

for
a
certain

category
ofcity-dw

eller.
It’s

one
thing

to
be

architecturally
brave;it’s

quite
another,how

ever,
to

be
dow

nrightdaring.D
ee

and
Peter

M
organ’s

D
ublin

4
hom

e
is
an

exam
ple

ofthe
latter.Their

rear
addition,created

by
O
D
O
S
architects,is

no
ordinary

dom
estic

extension.Notonly
did

it
alm

ostdouble
the

footprintoftheir
hom

e
(from

1,356
sq

ftto
2,410

sq
ft)but

italso
created

a
rem

arkable
residence

of
tw

o
distinctvisualhalves.

From
the

frontthere
is
no

clue
that

this
is
a
house

w
ith

a
splitpersonality.

It’s
a
classic

period
redbrick,the

architecturalequivalentofthe
pinstripe

suit.Atthe
back,it’s

m
ore

leather
jacket:a

bald,angular
concrete

form
,

m
irroring

the
surrounding

back
lane

lock-ups,garages
and

utility
buildings.

H
ow

a
period

m
id-terrace

becam
e
a

dual-era,flow
ing

contem
porary

residence
began

w
ith

a
random

discussion
aboutkitchen

space.“It
started

w
ith

the
notion

thatw
e
needed

a
larger

kitchen
table,”

says
D
ee.Butthe

observation
m
ushroom

ed
into

a
need

for
a
larger

kitchen,and
eventually

a
revam

p
ofthe

entire
house.

W
ithin

m
onths,stafffrom

D
ublin-based

O
D
O
S
w
ere

on
site,
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FocalpointThe
living
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to
an
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stairw
elland

focusing
on

the
quality

of
the

areas
ofcirculation

as
w
ellas

individualroom
s.

Basaltfloor
tiles,w

ith
underfloor

heating,are
carried

through
from

the
kitchen

and
dining

space
into

the
new

extension
and

even
outinto

the
courtyard,helping

to
create

the
sense

of
flow

required
for

the
tw

o
spaces

to
w
ork

together
successfully.

O
ne

ofthe
indicators

ofthe
success

of
the

juxtaposition
is
thatD

ee
and

Peter
don’tfeelas

though
they

live
in

a
house

oftw
o
halves.They

reportno
stark

sense
ofchange

in
am

biance
w
hen

they
m
ove

from
the

old
space

to
the

new
,and

find
thatitfunctions

and
flow

s
justas

they
had

hoped.
“The

originalfeatures
w
ere

gone
from

the
house

w
hen

w
e
boughtit12

years
ago

anyw
ay;ithad

already
been

reconfigured
inside,butthe

process
hadn’taddressed

a
basic

lack
oflight,”

says
Peter.“Now

,the
frontroom

is
the

only
one

that’s
in

a
traditionalstate,

retained
as

a
private

living
room

w
ith

a
fireplace.
“The

kitchen
is
the

heartofthe
house,

really:it’s
w
here

everyone
lands,and

you
can’tvisitour

hom
e
w
ithoutpassing

through
it.

“Itflow
s
w
ell.W

e
w
ere

concerned
thatw

ouldn’tbe
the

case,butitis.W
e

gotthe
m
axim

um
am

ountofliving
space

w
ith

the
m
inim

um
ofsacrifice

of
circulation

space,w
hich

is
how

w
e

w
anted

itto
be.”

Crucially,daily
life

in
the

house
fully

em
braces

both
the

old
and

new
areas.

Today,the
couple

use
the

back
door

as
frequently

as
the

front,and
say

itfeels
norm

aland
com

fortable
to

engage
w
ith

the
stark,m

odern
side

oftheir
hom

e’s
personality.“W

e
also

feelas
though

w
e

are
living

in
a
house

that’s
tw

ice
the

size,”
says

Peter.“Ithas
helped

w
ith

storage
and

w
e
have

oodles
ofspace

for
everything

w
e
need.”

Aesthetically,the
interior

O
D
O
S

created
served

as
a
blank

canvas.“From
a
design

perspective,it’s
m
odern

and
fresh

enough
to

allow
us

to
putin

w
hatever

w
e
like,”

says
Peter.

Reaction
to

the
finished

projecthas
been

positive,the
couple

says,although
itdraw

s
its

fair
share

ofcom
m
entary.

“The
m
an

w
ho

cam
e
to

do
our

Building
Energy

Rating
entered

atthe
front,”

says
Peter.“W

hen
he

saw
the

resthe
said,‘O

utside
it’s

like
any

m
id-terrace.

Inside,it’s
a
spaceship.’”

odosarchitects.com

Splitpersonality
From

the
front,the

property
isa

classic
redbrick,top

left,but
the

rearextension
is

an
angularconcrete

creation
w
ith

full-
heightglazing

and
a

sleek,m
odern

interior
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E

assessing
the

layoutproblem
s
and

com
ing

up
w
ith

an
extension

w
ith

attitude,featuring
double-volum

e
spaces,an

abundance
ofglazing

and
clean

lines,m
aterials

thatrelate
to

their
surrounds,and

interconnecting
spaces

thatflow
.

“They
had

quite
a
large

back
garden,

butm
ostly

taken
up

w
ith

a
shed

that
dom

inated
the

space
and

w
hich

they
w
eren’treally

using.They
had

a
strong

feeling
they

w
eren’ttaking

advantage
of

thatarea,”
says

D
arrellO

’D
onoghue,

w
ho

along
w
ith

his
partner

D
avid

O
’Shea,is

a
co-director

ofO
D
O
S.

This
lack

ofam
enity

space
is
a

dealbreaker
for

m
ostpeople,butitw

as
particularly

so
for

the
M
organs,w

ho
have

four
young

children
aged

from
four

to
10

and
allofthe

clutter
thatcom

es
w
ith

parenthood.The
couple

also
felt

light-deprived.
They

w
ere

open
to

O
’D
onoghue’s

suggestion
ofconcrete

panels
to

line
the

new
ly-builtrear

elem
ent,despite

its
obvious

aesthetic
departure

from
the

period
hom

e
they

had
lived

in
for

a
decade.“The

m
ore

w
e
talked

aboutit,
the

m
ore

itbecam
e
like

a
discussion

abouttw
o
houses.It’s

alm
ostlike

a
m
ew

s
house,and

as
a
practice

w
e
do

a
lotofthose,”

says
O
’D
onoghue.“So

in
a
sense

itw
as

designed
like

that;w
e

talked
aboutitin

thatw
ay

because
that’s

how
itfeels,and

how
itlooks.”

The
tw

o
spaces

are
linked

by
a

relatively
narrow

double-heightcorridor

w
ith

a
staircase

leading
to

the
gallery-

style
firstfloor

ofthe
new

addition.
Ironically,how

ever,there’s
little

ofthat
jarring

sense
ofstepping

from
the

past
into

the
future.

The
new

parthouses
a
large

open-
plan

living
area

on
the

ground
floor,

w
ith

a
study/gallery

space
upstairs.

There
is
also

a
sm

allam
ountofancillary

services
in

the
corridor

dow
nstairs,

stream
lined

behind
handleless

doors.
“W

e
knew

the
kids

w
ould

be
running

up
and

dow
n
thatcorridor,so

itw
as

im
portantnotto

have
handles

jutting
out

dangerously,”
says

D
ee.

G
iven

thatany
am

enity
space

leading
directly

to
the

bland,utilitarian
rear

lanew
ay

w
ould

be
surrounded

by
an

uninspiring
view

,an
enclosed

courtyard
w
as

positioned
in

the
centre

ofthe
back

yard,visible
from

the
house

through
fram

eless
full-heightglazing.

“There’s
notm

uch
to

look
atin

the
back,so

itm
ade

sense
to

pulla
courtyard

rightinto
the

m
iddle

ofthe
site

rather
than

putin
lots

ofrear
glazing

atthe
back

w
allthatw

ould
give

a
view

ofw
hatis

essentially
car

parking.”
The

use
ofm

aterials
atthe

M
organ

hom
e
is
relatively

unique
in

Irish
dom

estic
projects.Precastconcrete

panels
w
ere

hung
on

the
outside

ofthe
extension

w
ith

interm
ittentslats

creating
a
m
ore

interesting
textured

look
and

allow
ing

strips
ofglazing

atthe
upper

levelto
peep

through.
This

is
a
trick

thathas
side-stepped

the
brutal,heavy

feelthatconcrete
can

have
in

other
contexts.The

m
aterial

w
as

used
in

an
to

attem
ptto

relate
to

the
rough

and
ready

nature
ofthe

extension’s
surrounding

environm
ent.

“W
e
w
ere

trying
to

think
ofsom

ething
thatw

ould
w
ork

given
thatthe

rear
of

the
house

is
surrounded

by
non-

dom
estic

architecture.W
e
also

w
anted

to
play

this
elem

entup,”
says

O
’D
onoghue.

“Italm
ostlooks

like
w
e
have

turned
our

back
on

the
rear

lanew
ay

butin
fact,

it’s
our

w
ay

ofrelating
to

it.”
The

precastconcrete
panels

give
the

rear
facade

a
better

quality
finish

than
poured

concrete
w
ould,and

the
different

size
breaks

in
the

panels
both

soften
the

look
and

play
w
ith

the
lightinternally

w
hile

m
aintaining

privacy.
“It’s

like
a
veilpulled

around
the

building,and
as

sunlightm
oves

around
the

house
throughoutthe

day,the
light

changes,”
says

O
’D
onoghue.

In
order

for
a
such

a
hom

e
to

w
ork,

the
“stitching

in”
ofold

and
new

is
a

crucialelem
ent,and

the
couple

agreed
thata

revam
p
ofthe

older
partofthe

house
w
as

necessary.O
D
O
S
reordered

the
space,repositioning

the
m
ain

It’slikeaveilpulledaround
thebuilding;asthesunlight
moves,thelightchanges

BryanMeade;AliceClancy


